Method and Apparatus for 
Keeping Warm While in a Tree Stand 

Inventor: William Lewis 
Background of the Invention 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to outdoor clothing, and more specifically to an apparatus for 

keeping a person warm while he or she is in a tree stand. 
Related Art 

Outdoor enthusiasts and others spending long periods of time outside during cold or 
inclement weather often protect themselves from the elements using insulated and/or waterproof 
outdoor apparel. Additionally, some outdoor activities, such as hunting or observing sporting events, 
may require an individual to sit or remain relatively motionless for long periods of time. When 
hunting, a hunter may sit in one spot, such as in a tree stand, for hours at a time waiting for game 
to appear. Long periods of inactivity combined with cold weather conditions can make a hunter 
extremely cold if adequate outdoor apparel is not worn. Such outdoor apparel cannot interfere with 
the hunter's ability to shoot accurately, however, or the apparel will not be used by the hunter. 
Conventional outdoor clothing is often too bulky to allow sufficient freedom of motion for the hunter 
to quickly and accurately bring his or her firearm to bear on the intended prey. Removal of such 
clothing, either fully or partially, is often necessary when prey appears in order to accurately aim and 
shoot the hunter's firearm. Such clothing often is too noisy when moved, scaring the prey off when 
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the hunter raises his or her firearm into shooting position or when the hunter removes bulky clothing. 
Additionally, tree stands and similar locations usually have little or no extra space or mechanisms 
for placement or storage of such clothing. 

5 Summary of the Invention 

The present invention solves the problems discussed above by providing a removable 
weather barrier that can be secured to the base of a tree stand. 

One aspect of the invention is an apparatus for keeping a person warm while in a 
stand having a base connected to a tree, including a generally tubular length of material having an 
1 0 open end and a closed end, wherein the closed end includes a fastener for securing the apparatus to 

the base of the stand. 

Another aspect of the invention is an apparatus for keeping a person warm while in 
a stand having a base connected to a tree, including a generally tubular length of material having an 
open end and a closed end, wherein the closed end includes a fastener for securing the apparatus to 
1 5 the base of the stand, an elastic band encircling the open end, and a protective mat secured to the 
closed end of the apparatus. 

Another aspect of the invention is a method of keeping a person warm while in a 
stand having a base connected to a tree, including the steps of inserting one or both feet and legs into 
a generally tubular length of material having an open end and a closed end, wherein the closed end 
20 is secured to the base of the stand by a fastener, and pulling the open end of the length of material 
up to a desired height. 
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A feature of the invention is single interior cavity formed by an insulated, 
weatherproof, and/or pliant material that retains body heat close to a wearer' s feet, legs, and portions 
of the torso. 

Another feature of the invention is the provision of large, insulated, and/or 
weatherproof pockets for each of the user's hands, spacious enough to accomodate hands wearing 
hunting gloves. 

Another feature of the invention is that it can be removably attached to the base of 

a tree stand. 

Another feature of the invention is a means for efficiently stowing the body warmer 
on a traditional tree stand, without hindering the user's activities. 

An advantage of the invention is that it need not be removed from the user's body 
during upper body movement, such as shooting. 

Another advantage of the invention is that it is removed easily and quickly from the 

wearer's body when desired. 

A further advantage of the invention is that it is light and compact for easy and 

convenient carrying and storage. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the invention as used by a hunter 

in a tree stand; 

FIG. 2 is a top perspective view of the invention rolled up and stowed securely on the 
front end of a tree stand; 
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FIG. 3 is a planar front view of the invention as used by a hunter; and 
FIG. 4 is a plan view of an embodiment of the invention. 


Embodiments of the Invention 

5 Fig. 1 shows a hunter in a tree stand using an apparatus 100 of the present invention 

for keeping warm. 

Fig. 2 shows the apparatus 1 00 in a rolled-up position. A bracket can be mounted to 
the base of the tree stand for maintaining the apparatus 100 when in the rolled-up position. In a 
presently preferred embodiment, two brackets 202a and 202b are mounted to the base of the tree 

10 stand. Providing two brackets is not a requirement of the invention, but is convenient in many 
preferred embodiments because having two brackets helps to better secure the apparatus 100. As 
will be apparent to those skilled in the art, the brackets 202a and 202b can be mounted virtually 
anywhere on the base of the tree stand, it is presently preferred, however, to mount the brackets 202a 
and 202b to the front (the end away from the tree) of the tree stand. In so doing, the apparatus 100 

1 5 is rolled away from the tree when stowed in a rolled-up position thereby creating a foot rest near the 
front of the stand. 

The apparatus 100 can be secured in the rolled-up position by fastening bands 204a 
and 204b to the brackets 202a and 202b, respectively. Bands 204a and 204b preferably are self- 
securing. Non-limiting examples of self-securing bands are nylon cable ties and Velcro® straps 
20 having a side with loops and a side with hooks. In a presently preferred embodiment, the bands 204a 
and 204b are Velcro® straps. 
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The apparatus 100 can be secured when in an unrolled position to the base of the tree 
stand by a fastener (not shown) connected to the closed end of the apparatus 100. An example of 
a fastener is a strip of hooks or loops. A corresponding strip 206 of hooks or loops can be connected 
to the back of the tree stand. In a presently preferred embodiment, two strips of hooks or loops are 

5 secured to the base of the tree stand. A first strip is secured near the front of the base of the stand 
and a second strip, e.g., 206, is secured near the back of the base of the stand. Two corresponding 
strips of hooks or loops are secured to the closed end of the apparatus 100. As a result, the closed 
end of the apparatus 100 is secured to the base of the tree stand when the apparatus 100 is unrolled 
and the strips on the closed end of the apparatus 100 contact the strips on the base of the tree stand. 

10 Fig. 3 shows the apparatus 100 unrolled and extended around a hunter's waist. The 

apparatus 100 is a generally tubular length of material having an open end 302 and a closed end 304. 
The apparatus 100 can include an elastic band 306 extending around the circumference of the open 
end 302. The apparatus 100 can include pockets 308a and 308b. The pockets 308a and 308b 
preferably are on the outside of the apparatus 100 as shown in Fig. 3, but also can be on the inside 

1 5 of the apparatus 1 00. 

Fig. 4 shows exemplary fasteners 402a and 402b on the closed end 304 of the 
apparatus 100. As discussed above, the preferred fasteners 402a and 402b are strips of loops or 
hooks on the closed end 304 of the apparatus 100 together with corresponding strips of loops or 
hooks attached to the base of the tree stand. The closed end of the apparatus 100 also can include 

20 a protective mat 404. The protective mat 404 preferably is shaped to conform to the shape of the 
base of the tree stand with which the apparatus 100 is being used. In a presently preferred 
embodiment, the protective mat 404 is a section of indoor-outdoor carpet. As will be apparent to 
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those having skill in the art, the mat 404 can be attached to the closed end 304 of the apparatus 100 
by many means, such as a zipper, snaps, loop and hook strips, stitches, etc. The most preferred 
means for attaching the mat 404 to the closed end 304 of the apparatus 100 is by sewing the mat 404 
thereto. In those embodiments of the invention having a protective mat 404, fasteners 402a and 402b 
can be attached to the protective mat 404. As discussed above, the most preferred fastener 402 is 
one or more loop and hook strips. In a preferred embodiment, one or more strips 402a and 402b of 
hook fastener are attached to the outside of the closed end 304 of the apparatus 1 00 and one or more 
corresponding loop fasteners are connected to the base of the tree stand. 

The apparatus 100 preferably includes one or more layers of material extending from 
the closed end 304 to the open end 302, thereby forming a generally tubular, or cylindrical, means 
for keeping a person warm. Non-limiting examples of acceptable materials out of which the 
apparatus 100 can be made include nylon, polar fleece, parachute silk, GORE-TEX®, Windstopper®, 
and combinations thereof. These materials can exist alone, or can be layered to create a desired 
combination of stealth, comfort, and protection from the elements. In a presently preferred 
embodiment, the apparatus 100 has an outer layer 406 of parachute silk and/or GORE-TEX® and an 
inner layer 408 of polar fleece. The outer layer 406 and inner layer 408 preferably are triple stitched 
together with about seven to about eight stitches per inch. The apparatus 100 can be reversible, 
meaning that both the "inside" and the "outside" can have a protective mat 404 and fasteners 402a 
and 402b. 

In operation, the apparatus 1 00 can be rolled up and secured near the end of the base 
of a tree stand as shown in Fig. 2. In this position, the apparatus 1 00 can be used as a foot rest while 
a hunter is seated in his or her tree stand. The apparatus 100 can be secured in this rolled-up position 
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by bands 204a and 204b. Bands 204a and 204b preferably are wrapped around the apparatus 100 
and through brackets 202a and 202b, respectively. Each band 204a and 204b is then secured to 
itself. In addition, the apparatus 100 is secured in the rolled-up position by connecting fastener 402b 
to a corresponding strip of hook or loop fastener secured to the front of the base of the tree stand. 

In order to use the apparatus 100, a user releases bands 204a and 204b. Theapparatus 
100 is then unrolled back toward the tree, i.e., the back of the tree stand. The closed end 304 of the 
apparatus 100 is secured to the base of the tree stand by connecting fastener 402a to a corresponding 
strip 206 of hook or loop fastener secured to the back of the base of the tree stand. The user then 
inserts his or her feet and legs through the open end 302 of the apparatus 100 and pulls the elastic 
band 306 up to the desired level. The elastic band 306 keeps the apparatus 1 00 snug around the user 
thereby preventing the loss of heat through the open end 3 02. To remove the apparatus 1 00, the user 
simply reverses the foregoing steps and secures the apparatus 100 to the base of the tree stand in the 
rolled-up position with the bands 204a and 204b and the brackets 202a and 202b. 

Conclusion 

While various embodiments of the present invention have been described above, it 
should be understood that they have been presented by the way of example only, and not limitation. 
It will be understood by those skilled in the art that various changes in form and details may be made 
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Thus, the breadth and scope 
of the invention should not be limited by any of the above-described exemplary embodiments. 
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